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NYC Builds Bio+ and NAIOP NYC Presents

THE COVE: A GLOBAL HUB FOR  
INNOVATION IN THE HEART OF THE  

EAST COAST LIFE SCIENCES CORRIDOR

Join us as we introduce The Cove JC a global destination hub for Life Science/ Tech and Healthcare. 
Come and learn about what inspired the vision for this nexus between greater New York and New 
Jersey and how the Cove’s geographic location benefits from the largest concentration of biomedical 
engineers and scientists in the world. Upon completion, this mixed-use campus that will encompass 13+ 
acres, comprising 1.4 million square feet of lab/tech office and 1.6 million square feet of residences with 
ample room for parking.

About the Cove JC: A joint venture between Argent Ventures and H&R REIT, The Cove JC will be 
transformational catalyst for life science, tech and lifestyle to create the premier flagship destination 
for academic and commercial life science, tech and medical entities in New Jersey and the Greater New 
York Metropolitan Area. Connected to NYC and New Jersey and served by three international airports, 
it is on the Hudson River at the mouth of New York Harbor. It also includes a waterfront park that brings 
the outdoors in and the indoors out — for tenants, residents, and the Jersey City community alike.

SPOTLIGHT PROJECT

www.thecovejc.com
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SPEAKERS:
Nancy J Kelley, President & CEO, Nancy J Kelley + Associates, Steering Committee, NYC 
Builds Bio+
Nancy J Kelley, JD, is a nationally recognized executive who has driven key strategic initiatives in science and 
medicine for over 20 years. She has a deep understanding of the healthcare, life science and research fields and 
has in-depth knowledge of the related legal, business, government, non-profit and academic sectors in NYC 
and across the country. Ms. Kelley's prior leadership history includes work in scientific institutions, life science 
companies and life science real estate development. She is a Founding Member of NYC Builds BIO+. She is a 
member of the Founding Leadership team of the international scientific project GP-write and the associated 
Center of Excellence for Engineering Biology, and helped to launch the Biodesign Challenge. Ms. Kelley was 
the Founding Executive Director of the New York Genome Center and a lead executive in the development 
of the East River Science Park (now, Alexandria Life Science Center) in Manhattan. She has overseen major 
development projects for clients such as Harvard's McLean Hospital, NIH, Johns Hopkins, and MIT.

Clay McPhail, Vice President of Acquisitions and Asset Management, Argent Ventures
Clay McPhail is Vice President at Argent Ventures overseeing all aspects of Argent’s land acquisition and 
development.  He has personally directed Argent’s growing land portfolio and drives Argent’s development 
projects from their inception.  Clay has over 16 years of experience in commercial real estate investment  
and development.

Peter Schubert, FAIA Partner, Ennead Architects LLP
When people think of architecture, they immediately think of buildings and forms. I think of the spaces around 
and between those forms. To me, architecture is a much more nuanced and refined process than shaping 
buildings; rather, it's the logic and craft of making the public space that surrounds us. I find deep meaning in 
creating experiences that encourage the interplay between formal strategies and civic goals in order to produce 
beauty and inspiration in the urban environment. Just like jazz has its singular syntax of sounds and silences, 
contemporary design has become a process of combining our favorite modernist strategies – “architectural 
jazz standards” if you will – with new technologies, programs, and sustainable systems. We elevate our current 
culture by reinterpreting and reimagining the common elements of the twentieth-century modern masters in 
unexpected and inventive arrangements.

Doug Mass, PE, LEED AP, President, Cosentini Associates
Doug is the President of Cosentini, internationally recognized in the design and construction industry because 
of his expertise as a mechanical engineer, his commitment to design innovation, and a long list of high-
performance building projects designed by leading architects. His work in the area of LEED/sustainable design 
has involved design commissions from both corporate and government clients who have sought his assistance 
on the development of building systems that are energy efficient, ensure occupant comfort, and promote the 
preservation of the environment. Under his direction, Cosentini has engineered more than 100 projects that 
have received LEED certification.

Douglas Neumann, Director of Environmental Services, Dresdner Robin
Mr. Neumann has over 22 years of diverse experience conducting environmental investigations on behalf 
of a wide range of clientele including government agencies, real-estate developers, law firms and financial 
institutions. Specializing in environmental due diligence and brownfield redevelopment, he regularly assists 
clients in assessing and mitigating liability associated with real estate acquisitions and has acted as an expert in 
support of environmental litigation cost recovery cases. Mr. Neumann has served as an effective liaison between 
clients, local/state/federal regulatory agencies, legal counsel and financial institutions and has developed 
innovative and cost -effective solutions to a variety of complex environmental and engineering challenges. He is 
a dedicated and performance driven professional with an accomplished record of fulfilling his clients objectives. 
Mr. Neumann has also assisted with the preparation and coordination of Brownfield Development Applications 
(BDA) with the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and the New Jersey Department of the 
Treasury and has served on BDA steering committees on behalf of public agencies as well as private real-estate 
developers. As the Director of Environmental Services at Dresdner Robin, Mr. Neumann leads a diverse team of 
talented professionals and has proven himself to be an effective manager with strong organizational skills.

Christopher Collins, PE, Project Manager, Dresdner Robin
Chris has over 7 years of experience in a role as a designer and manager for a variety of engineering and 
development projects in both urban and suburban settings throughout the New York metropolitan area.  His 
experience spans a broad range of fields within land development, including preparation of site plans for a 
variety of development types, stormwater management, environmental remediation, utilities, regulatory 
compliance, flood resiliency design, development massing, and zoning analysis.  Recently, Chris has helped bring 
several large development projects to fruition, including an 1,800-unit residential tower complex in Jersey City’s 
Journal Square, a 129-unit residential building in Manhattan’s Hudson Heights, and a 507-unit residential tower 
in downtown Jersey City.  He holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of Virginia and 
is a licensed engineer in New Jersey.

https://thecovejc.com/

