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Biolabs@NYULangone is a 50,000 square foot biotech co-working facility providing flexible wet-
lab bench rental, collaborative space, research equipment, business support and acceleration 
programming for early-stage life sciences companies. Located in Hudson Square in Lower 
Manhattan, it is a critical component in building the NYC life science pipeline.

It is also an inspiring story of resilience in the midst of COVID-19. Throughout the pandemic, 
Biolabs@NYULangone never closed. Even as some of its resident companies began pivoting into 
COVID 19 projects, the facility also accepted 8 new innovators into its space.

It's been very encouraging to see biotech thriving, especially when it's NYC’s resident companies 
succeeding - and we have great news from them:

•  In March, C16 Biosciences raised $20 million in a Series A round to produce bio-based 
palm oil alternative for consumer products, 

•  Resident Compass Pathways closed out April with a Series B commitment of $80 million 
to take their magic mushroom drug toward Phase 3 clinical trials as they work to tackle 
treatment-resistant depression, 

•  In June, C2i Genomics raised $12 million to fund the development and clinical validation of 
C2i Genomics’ personalized, real-time solution for monitoring recurrence and treatment 
response for various types of solid cancers. 

Join NYC Builds Bio+ executives and investors from BIOlabs@NYULangone, C16 Biosciences, 
Helaina, Atai Life Sciences and C2i Genomics to discuss the exciting progress being made toward 
new bio-based products, treatments and drugs in the midst of COVID-19.

AGENDA

1:00 PM - 1:05 PM   Welcome & Overview of the Meeting

Nancy J Kelley, President & CEO, Nancy J Kelley + Associates, Steering Committee, NYC 
Builds Bio+

Nancy J. Kelley, President and CEO of Nancy J Kelley & Associates, is a nationally recognized executive 

and lawyer who has driven key strategic initiatives in science and medicine for over twenty years. Nancy 

J Kelley + Associates (NJK+A) builds things that matter for science and medicine in order to solve some 

of the world’s most intractable problems. Whether advancing translational genomic research that has 

the potential to cure human disease and improve quality of life or facilitating ways that we can feed, 

fuel and heal the world through technological innovation in biology, NJK+A is committed to delivering 

scientific and medical breakthroughs. 

Ms. Kelley was the Founding Executive Director of the New York Genome Center. From its 

establishment in2010 by its 11 Institutional Founding Members, she led the Center from a start-up 

to a fully operational, world class genomics research center and provider of cutting edge sequencing 

and bioinformatics services, raising $110 million to do so. Her prior leadership history includes work in 

scientific institutions, life science companies, and life science real estate development. She has overseen 

major development projects for clients such as the National Institutes of Health, Johns Hopkins 

University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Boston University/ Boston Medical Center. 

She also led the site selection and build out for the 173,00 sq ft facility of the New York Genome Center.

1:05 PM - 1:50 PM   Panel Presentation

MODERATORS:

Nancy J Kelley, President & CEO, Nancy J Kelley + Associates, Steering Committee, NYC 
Builds Bio+

Nishta Rao, Managing Director, BioLabs@NYULangone

Nishta has extensive and specialized expertise in research, biotech, startups, entrepreneurship and 

academic partnerships with the goal of translating technologies to commercially viable therapies and 

products. Most recently, she served as Senior Director of Scientific Operations at Kadmon, a biotech 

startup based in New York City that focuses on discovery, development, and commercialization of 

small molecules and biologics. A molecular biologist by training, Nishta has scientific experience both in 

academia and industry.

FEATURED SPEAKERS:

Shara Ticku, Co-Founder and CEO, C16 Biosciences

Shara Ticku is CEO and co-founder of C16 Biosciences, a New York-based start-up solving the palm oil 

problem. C16 Biosciences uses microbiology to produce sustainable, bio-based edible oils that look and 

function just like palm oil. Prior to founding C16 Bio, Shara worked at Goldman Sachs, the Clinton Health 

Access Initiative, and the United Nations. She holds an MBA from Harvard Business School and a BA/

BBA from the University of Texas at Austin.

Laura Katz, Founder, CEO, Helaina

Laura is a Food Scientist and the Founder and CEO of Helaina. Helaina is a biotech company developing 

and commercializing nature-identical breast milk made by fermentation.  Helaina is fundamentally 

changing the postpartum experience for parents by harnessing synthetic biology to bridge the gap 

between infant formula and breast milk.

Laura is an adjunct professor at NYU where she holds food science and technology courses for 

undergraduate and graduate students. Recently, Laura has garnered media attention as the Food 

Science Expert for Epicurious's 4 Levels YouTube series, with +30M views over 11 videos.

Aaron Weaver, Senior Legal Counsel, Atai Life Sciences

Aaron serves as Senior General Counsel and also supports fundraising and investor relations activities 

at ATAI. He is a Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) and a registered solicitor in the United Kingdom. 

Prior to joining ATAI, from 2013 – 2017, he was an investment banker at Credit Suisse within the Capital 

Markets Solutions team, advising on capital structuring and issuances for a full spectrum of corporate 

issuers from pre-revenue companies to public listed companies.

Earlier in his career, he was a Senior Associate at magic circle law firm, Allen & Overy working across the 

Capital Markets and Banking teams. He has a strong passion for the field of mental health and broader 

interests across biotechnology, deep tech and social impact causes.

Asaf Zviran, CEO & Chief Scientific Officer, C2i Genomics

Dr. Asaf Zviran (CEO & CSO): Co-inventor of the technology used by C2i. Asaf led the company 

development from research concept to VC backed early stage startup. Asaf brings over 15 years of R&D 

management in life science and defense, including numerous high impact scientific publications as well 

as management positions in large organizations (IDF, IAI) and startups. As a former cancer survivor, Asaf 

is committed to improve patient quality of life and outcome.

1:50 PM - 2:00 PM  Q&A with Audience

2:00 PM - 2:30 PM  Networking Connect

NYC Builds Bio+ 
IN COLLABORATION WITH

Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology News

NYC LIFE SCIENCES THRIVING  
IN THE MIDST OF COVID-19


