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UNCHARTED WATERS: NYC’S RAPID RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 CRISIS

In early March, New York suffered its first coronavirus death. A month later, that total exceeded
10,000. New York City was particularly hard hit, and lacked the testing capacity, personal

protective equipment (PPE) and facilities need to care for the projected number of patients.

In the attempt to prevent the health care system from being overwhelmed, New York State and
New York City reached out to private companies, other states and countries to obtain face masks,
personal protective shields, surgical gowns and ventilators. Columbia engineers teamed up with
clinicians at Columbia University Irving Medical Center and New York Presbyterian to design,
prototype, scale up and manufacture thousands of face shields for health care workers in just a
week, followed by orders and deliveries for 1.5 million + more. And NYC EDC partnered with local
manufacturers and testing companies to create the capacity to perform 100,000 tests per week

by the beginning of May and allow New York City to become self-sufficient in PPE.

Facilities of every kind - ships, hotels, tents, a convention center and expanded hospital space -

were evaluated, repurposed and pressed into service as makeshift hospital facilities.

Please join NYC Builds Bio+ for a timely conversation on how NYC Builds Bio+ members, academic
institutions and policymakers across the life science and real estate industries stepped up to the

challenge as paused commercial construction projects became emergency construction projects.

AGENDA

9:00 AM-9:05AM  Welcome & Overview of the Meeting

Nancy J Kelley, President & CEO, Nancy J Kelley + Associates

Nancy J. Kelley, President and CEO of Nancy J Kelley & Associates, is a nationally recognized executive

and lawyer who has driven key strategic initiatives in science and medicine for over twenty years.

Nancy J Kelley + Associates (NJK+A) builds things that matter for science and medicine in order

to solve some of the world’s most intractable problems. Whether advancing translational genomic
research that has the potential to cure human disease and improve quality of life or facilitating ways
that we can feed, fuel and heal the world through technological innovation in biology, NJK+A is
committed to delivering scientific and medical breakthroughs. www.nancyjkelley.com

9:05 AM - 10:00 AM  Response Roundtable: How NYC Builds BIO+ Members, Officials and
Academic Leaders Responded in the Midst of an Unprecedented Crisis

MODERATOR:
Mitchel W. Simpler, PE, FACEC, Managing Partner Emeritus, JB&B

Mitchel Simpler joined Jaros, Baum & Bolles in 1977 and currently serves as Partner, after having
served as Managing Partner from 2012 - 2018. He has acted as Project Manager and Partner-in-

Charge on a wide variety of high-rise office buildings, corporate headquarters, laboratories, museums,
data centers, residential buildings and mixed-use buildings as well as hotels.

Some of Mr. Simpler’s notable projects include premier laboratory facilities and research centers,

such as the new Memorial Inpatient Hospital for the Memorial Sloan Kettering, the Belfer Research
Building at Weill Cornell Medical College, and the Rohm & Haas Research Center in Shanghai, China.
His experience also includes corporate headquarters such as Sohio headquarters in Cleveland, OH

for BP America and Merck world headquarters in Readington, NJ. Mr. Simpler has also managed the
construction of landmark museums and visual art spaces such as the Brooklyn Museum, Metropolitan
Museum of Art, and the recently completed TWA Hotel, the reimagination of Eero Saarinen’s landmark
TWA terminal at John F. Kennedy Airport.

FEATURED SPEAKERS:

Rich Steimel, Principal in Charge, Lendlease

Rich Steimel has over 35 years of construction management experience in the New York
metropolitan healthcare industry. Having started with Lendlease in 1994, Rich is currently a Senior

Vice President and Principal-in-Charge of Lendlease’s New York office healthcare group. He spent
his first nine years in the industry with Morse Diesel in their healthcare division. Rich has managed
Lendlease’s relationships with nearly every major healthcare provider in the region. This includes
the firm’s 20-year relationship with NewYork Presbyterian and 18-year relationship with Northwell
Health. He has also led major projects at Blythedale Children’s Hospital, Mount Sinai Medical Center,
NYU Langone Health and Memorial Sloane Kettering.

Chuck Richmond, Senior Vice President, Operations Director, Lendlease

Chuck Richmond is currently an Operations Director for Lendlease’s New York office healthcare
group. Mr. Richmond has spent his entire 32-year career with Lendlease, 30 of which have been

focused on construction for leading metropolitan area healthcare institutions. He has led major
projects for NewYork- Presbyterian, Brooklyn Methodist Hospital, NYU Langone Medical Center,

Mount Sinai Medical Center and Weill Cornell Medical Center.

In addition to managing day to day operational activities across many of Lendlease’s projects, Mr.
Richmond also makes significant contributions towards business development, preconstruction,
employee recruiting and staff development. Mr. Richmond received a Bachelor of Science degree in

Physics from Fordham University as well as a Civil Engineering degree from Columbia University.

Anthony Mann, President & CEO, E-J Electric

Anthony Mann is the President and CEO of E-J Electric Installation Co. He is the third generation
of his family to manage the company, which was founded in 1899 and is the oldest independent

electrical and communication contractor in the United States. E-J Electric is a leader in healthcare,
life science, transit, power generation, transmission & distribution, roadway, commercial and mission
critical markets. Under Tony’s leadership, E-J Electric Installation Co. has completed major electric
construction projects including Rockefeller University River Campus & Labs, NYULMC Kimmel
Pavilion, Cornell Tech Tata Innovation Center, Mt. Sinai Hess Center for Science and Medicine, One
Manhattan West, The Vessel at Hudson Yards, Barclays Center, Yankee Stadium, USTA National
Tennis Center, Cricket Valley Energy Center, The Kosciuszko Bridge, 96th Street for Second Avenue
Subway and so much more. E-J successfully and safely completed over 1500 beds for emergency
healthcare projects to the New York area during COVID.

Peter Santella, Vice President, E-J Electric

Peter Santella is Vice President of Healthcare and Life Science at E-J Electric Installation Co. He has
over thirty years of experience in the electrical contracting industry and over 20 years of experience
in Healthcare and Life Science, managing various complex projects. Senior management executive
responsibilities include conceptual design, pre-construction services including the evaluation of
design schemes, budget estimates and constructability. Project delivery includes IPD, design assist,
contract management, procurement, strategic planning, logistics, finances, and management of
engineering services BIM, Commissioning and Prefabrication.

Some recent noteworthy projects include: NYULMC Kimmel Pavilion, Mt. Sinai St. Luke’s Master
Plan IPD, Energy Infrastructure Upgrades Project and Fire Alarm Replacement, Mount Sinai West
Infrastructure and Operating Rooms Upgrade, Memorial Sloan Kettering Emergency Generator
Upgrade Project, New York Presbyterian Lower Manhattan Hospital Emergency Separation of
Power Project. Current Projects include Staten Island University Hospital Central Utility Plant,
Coney Island Hospital and NYULH Brooklyn Emergency Power Separation and Co Generation
Upgrade Projects

Eric Vieira, Director of Strategic Collaborations, Columbia Engineering

Eric Vieirais primarily responsible for developing and stewarding strategic research collaborations
with industry, foundations, government, and other external partners. Eric joined Columbia

Engineering in November 2018 from The City of University of New York, where he served as the
Director of Special Research Programs in the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research. Eric
represented CUNY, serving as the liaison on city and state economic development with between

the NYC Economic Development Corporation and NYS Empire State Development Corporation,
respectively. Given the breadth of disciplines within the School of Engineering, Eric works within
several industry sectors of NYC, including new media with the NYC Media Lab & the AR/VR Lab, life
sciences and medical technology with LifeSci NYC and ELabNYC, cybersecurity with CyberNYC and
the NYC Cyber Lab consortium, and public interest technology working with the Ford Foundation,
Hewlett Foundation, and New America. Eric also served for several years in the Office of Technology
and Business Development at Mount Sinai School of Medicine, as was a sell-side analyst on Wall
Street covering the biopharma industry.

Chris Prochner, Partner, JB&B

Christopher Prochner joined the firm as a Mechanical Engineer in 1990, and has served as a Partner
at Jaros, Baum & Bolles since 2005. He has represented the firm as an HVAC systems Engineer and

designed HVAC and piping systems for a variety of projects. Mr. Prochner has taken on the roles of
Project Manager and Project Administrator, while also providing expertise in HVAC systems. His
leadership has enabled JB&B to successfully complete numerous construction projects in areas
including office spaces for premier news publications, corporate headquarters, medical facilities, and

luxury hotels and resorts.

John Koch, Associate Partner, JB&B

John Koch serves as an Associate Partner at JB&B, one of New York City’s premier consulting
engineering firms, and has worked as an Electrical Engineer on a wide variety of projects spanning
multiple industry sectors, including life sciences, building infrastructure upgrades, commercial
office, healthcare and financial. As part of JB&B'’s healthcare team, he has extensive experience
with existing healthcare campuses such as NYU Langone Health with projects that include the new
Kimmel Pavilion, Smilow Research Center, campus master planning and infrastructure upgrades,
and various laboratory renovations. In addition, Mr. Koch has experience with Memorial Sloan
Kettering’s main hospital inpatient neurology renovation and the new David H. Koch Center for
Cancer Care.

Mr. Koch is a licensed Professional Engineer in the State of New York. He is a member of the
Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE), the National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA), the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE), the American Society of Heating,
Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE), and the U.S. Green Building Council. He
holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from Manhattan College.

— Christian J Kristensen, Vice President and Construction Executive, Turner
Construction Company

As avice president and construction executive, Chris Kristensen oversees a diverse portfolio of

projects for clients ranging in size and scope. In this capacity, Chris draws on more than 30 years of
construction expertise to collaborate with leading healthcare systems such as Northwell Health,
NYU Langone Health, and most recently NYC Health+Hospitals.

Brad Samuels, Founding Partner, SITU

Brad Samuels is a founding partner at SITU, an unconventional architecture practice in Brooklyn,
NY. SITU’s work includes a diverse range of architectural and urban-scale projects, including a

400,000 sq ft office campus for Google, a modular system for Brooklyn Public Library’s community
rooms and a mixed-use masterplan in the Hudson Valley. Brad is also SITU’s Director of Research,
leading the firm’s projects that apply the architectural toolkit to projects focused on social equity
and community development. Outside of SITU, Brad sits on the board of The Architectural League

of New York, is a Fellow with the Urban Design Forum and teaches at Barnard College and Columbia
University’s undergraduate architecture program. He also sits on the Technology Advisory Board for
the International Criminal Court. Brad holds a Bachelor of Arts from Vassar College and a Bachelor

of Architecture from The Cooper Union.

Dan Halajian, Project Executive, Hunter Roberts Construction Group

With nearly 20 years of experience, Project Executive Dan Halajian is a key member of Hunter
Roberts’ leadership team, responsible for the overall performance and successful completion of

his clients’ projects. He is known for his consistent attention to detail and reliable communication
skills throughout the duration of each project he manages. His portfolio includes a wide variety of
experience across the higher education, K-12, residential, high-rise, and healthcare markets. Dan
recently oversaw the successful completion of Pier 57, a 400,000-SF redevelopment project of a
Landmark pier in Manhattan, and is currently overseeing the RXR Brooklyn LIU Residential Tower,
a 34-story tower on Long Island University’s Brooklyn campus. Dan is a graduate of the

New Jersey Institute of Technology and holds bachelor’s degrees in both Architecture and

Construction Management.

Bill Allan, Senior Vice President and Director of Business Development, Hunter Roberts
Construction Group

< Bill has dedicated much of his 30 years of construction management experience to the healthcare
industry in both the United States and the United Kingdom. As Senior Vice President & Director
of Business Development of Hunter Robert Construction Group and a leader in the company’s
healthcare division, he has managed and delivered many healthcare construction projects for clients
such as Northwell Health, South Nassau Communities Hospital, Blythedale Children’s Hospital,
NewYork-Presbyterian, Mount Sinai Medical Center, Hospital for Special Surgery, and JT Mather
Memorial Hospital. Bill is responsible for the delivery of premier construction management services
for these clients, as well as, connecting and building future relationships with new clients.

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM Q&A with Audience
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