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Across the country today, not just in Boston and San Francisco, in leading and emerging life 

science clusters, life sciences institutions and innovative companies are working on cell and gene 

therapies, coronavirus vaccines and drugs, and new bioengineering technologies that have the 

potential to change the way we feed, fuel and heal the world.

What makes these clusters leading hubs for venture capital, patents, lab space, jobs and NIH 

funding?  What is the secret sauce that propels their growth?

Join NYC Builds Bio+ and Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology News (GEN) for an in-depth look 

at the leading and emerging life science clusters.  Meet the key players in each of these areas and 

participate in an interactive discussion with thought leaders from these clusters about what’s 

coming next in science and medicine across the country.

AGENDA

1:00 PM - 1:10 PM   Welcome & Overview of the Meeting

Nancy J Kelley, President & CEO, Nancy J Kelley + Associates

Nancy J. Kelley, President and CEO of Nancy J Kelley & Associates, is a nationally recognized executive 

and lawyer who has driven key strategic initiatives in science and medicine for over twenty years. Nancy 

J Kelley + Associates (NJK+A) builds things that matter for science and medicine in order to solve some 

of the world’s most intractable problems. Whether advancing translational genomic research that has 

the potential to cure human disease and improve quality of life or facilitating ways that we can feed, 

fuel and heal the world through technological innovation in biology, NJK+A is committed to delivering 

scientific and medical breakthroughs. www.nancyjkelley.com

Ms. Kelley was the Founding Executive Director of the New York Genome Center. From its 

establishment in 2010 by its 11 Institutional Founding Members, she led the Center from a start-up 

to a fully operational, world class genomics research center and provider of cutting edge sequencing 

and bioinformatics services, raising $110 million to do so. Her prior leadership history includes work in 

scientific institutions, life science companies, and life science real estate development. She has overseen 

major development projects for clients such as the National Institutes of Health, Johns Hopkins 

University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Boston University/ Boston Medical Center. 

She also led the site selection and build out for the 173,00 sq ft facility of the New York Genome Center.

1:10 PM - 1:50 PM   Panel Presentation

MODERATOR:

Nancy J Kelley, President & CEO, Nancy J Kelley + Associates

FEATURED SPEAKERS:

Alex Philippidis, Senior News Editor, Genetic Engineering and Biology News

Alex Philippidis specializes in biopharma business news and industry issues as Senior News Editor for 

GEN / Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology News, sister publication Clinical OMICs, and the parent 

company for both publications, Mary Ann Liebert, Inc. GEN covers the entire bioproduct life cycle, 

including drug discovery, early-stage R&D, applied research (e.g., omics, biomarkers, and diagnostics), 

bioprocessing, and commercialization. Alex joined GEN in 2011 after four years at GenomeWeb 

L.L.C., where he covered research institutes and spent three years following biotech economic 

development as editor of the weekly newsletter BioRegion News.

Clinical OMICs covers the application of OMICs technologies in molecular and precision medicine 

for patients. The publication was launched in 2014 by Mary Ann Liebert, Inc., for which Alex also 

edits newsletters focused on CRISPR and gene editing. Previously, Alex worked more than 20 years 

for various newspapers covering business, science, Navy, and general-interest news, including 

the Westchester County Business Journal, where he served as Editor-in-Chief and held reporting 

positions from 1994 to 2007. Alex reported for Soundings, an independent newspaper covering the 

U.S. Navy and Marine Corps in Norfolk, VA, from 1992-1993; and reported for Gannett Suburban 

Newspapers (now The Journal News) in White Plains, NY, from 1987-1992.

Joe Panetta, President, Chief Executive Officer, Board Member, BIOCOM  
(California – San Diego)

Since 1999, Joseph Panetta has been President & CEO and a Board member of Biocom, California’s 

largest and most-experienced leader and advocate for the life science industry.  Biocom works on 

behalf of over 1,300 members to drive public policy, build an enviable network of industry leaders, 

create access to capital development, introduce cutting-edge STEM education programs, and create 

robust value-driven purchasing programs. 

Mr. Panetta works with a professional staff of 60, with offices located in San Diego, Los Angeles, San 

Francisco Bay Area, Tokyo, and Washington, D.C. and has a continuous staff presence in Sacramento. 

Their broad membership benefits apply to biotechnology, pharmaceutical, medical device, genomics 

and diagnostics companies of all sizes, as well as to research universities and institutes, clinical 

research organizations, investors and service providers.

David Weitz, Takeda Pharmaceutical Company, Center for External Innovation  
(California – San Diego)

David has 28 years of experience in research, business, legal, and intellectual property, as well as a 

proven track record of alliance formation which he has used to increase Takeda’s agility in securing 

external partnerships and collaborations as a key source of external innovation. 

David joined Takeda as a result of Takeda’s acquisition of Syrrx in 2005 where David served as the 

company’s General Counsel and Vice President of Intellectual Property.  Following the acquisition 

of Syrrx, David has held leadership positions in Takeda’s Legal, IP and Research.  Most recently, from 

2016-2020, David Weitz served as Head of Takeda California and Global Research Externalization.  

As the leader of Takeda’s research site in San Diego, David built the center’s agile, collaborative 

and entrepreneurial approach to drug discovery research and had direct responsibility for several 

research platform groups including Structural Biology and Biophysics, Early Target Discovery, and 

Computational Biology. 

Throughout David’s tenure with Takeda, and most recently with his Global Research Externalization 

group, David has actively transacted many of Takeda’s discovery-based partnerships.  Recent 

examples include two strategic alliances with Evotec as well as alliances with Charles River, 

Schrodinger and Numerate.

Dr. Leslie Alexandre, DrPH, President & CEO, Life Science Washington (Seattle)

Dr. Alexandre is President and CEO of Life Science Washington (LSW) and Executive Director of LSW 

Institute. LSW connects its 500+ members to each other and to talent, funding, partnerships and 

essential business services. The association promotes policies that strengthen the environment for 

ground-breaking research and product development that improves and saves lives.  Dr. Alexandre 

received her doctorate in public health from UCLA and is a 30-year veteran of the health care 

and life science industries. Her background includes leadership roles in companies ranging in size 

from startup to Fortune 500, the NIH and other prominent research institutes and non-profit 

organizations.

As President and CEO of the internationally renowned North Carolina Biotechnology Center from 

2002-2007, Dr. Alexandre championed the development and execution of “New Jobs Across North 

Carolina: A Strategic Plan for Growing the Economy Statewide through Biotechnology,” resulting in tens 

of millions of dollars of new State investment in biotechnology education, research, and company 

creation and thousands of new jobs.

Dr. Teri Foy, Senior Vice President, Immunology-Oncology and Cellular Therapy,  
Bristol-Myers-Squibb (Seattle)

Teri Foy is an immunologist with more than 25 years of biotechnology and pharmaceutical industry 

experience developing novel therapeutics in the areas of oncology and inflammation. At Bristol 

Myers Squibb, Teri leads the Immuno-Oncology and Cell Therapy Thematic Research Center. With a 

mission to drive leadership in the use of immune effector cell-based therapies in hematological and 

solid cancers, Teri and her team focus on the development and translation of BMS’ early I-O and cell 

therapy pipeline from discovery through human proof of concept. As part of her research, Teri also 

oversees close collaborations with other key research areas across the company, as well as external 

scientific partnerships.

Prior to her role at Bristol Myers Squibb, Teri worked at Celgene for more than five years. She was 

instrumental in establishing Celgene’s Seattle site, focusing initially on building the I-O strategy and 

pipeline, and subsequently expanding focus to include oversight of Celgene’s cell therapy research 

and early development strategy and pipeline. She and her team spearheaded foundational research in 

numerous novel targets, including innate immune cells, myeloid cells and regulatory T cells.

1:50 PM - 2:00 PM  Q&A with Audience

2:00 PM - 2:30 PM  Networking Connect

NYC Builds Bio+ 
IN COLLABORATION WITH

Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology News

IN PRAISE OF LIFE SCIENCE:
A VIEW FROM LEADING/EMERGING  

LIFE SCIENCE CLUSTERS IN THE U.S.


