
 
 
 

Builds Bio+ Announces London/UK Chapter to Boost Transatlantic Life 
Sciences Collaboration 

 
London/UK Builds Bio+ Launches with 10 Founding Members across the Life 
Sciences Sector including Leading London Universities and Industry Stalwarts 

 
London – October 28, 2024 – Builds Bio+, the leading life science membership 
organization connecting key stakeholders across regional clusters, proudly announces the 
launch of its London/UK chapter. This expansion brings together ten founding members from 
industry, government, and academia to foster collaboration, innovation, and growth in the UK 
and Europe, while strengthening transatlantic ties with the Greater New York and 
Philadelphia regions. 
 
A Transatlantic Vision for Life Sciences 
 
The London/UK chapter marks a significant step in Builds Bio+'s transformation into an 
international organization. By bridging the UK and US life sciences markets, it aims to create 
a dynamic, interconnected ecosystem that leverages the strengths of both regions. Quarterly 
virtual events involving the New York Metro, Philadelphia, and London/UK chapters will 
ensure continuous dialogue, knowledge sharing, and strategic partnerships. 
 
Founding Members Leading the Charge 
 
Key founding members of the London/UK Builds Bio+ chapter include: 
 

• University College London  
• SC1 London 
• Mace Construct 
• AECOM 
• Galileo Labs 

• Macfarlanes LLP 
• Linesight 
• Merrick & Company 
• Precis Advisory  
• PLP Architecture 

 
These institutions represent a diverse cross-section of the life sciences and real estate 
sectors, united in their commitment to driving innovation and economic growth. 
 
Building a Collaborative Environment 
 
“Builds BIO+ aims to unify the entire life sciences ecosystem in the markets we serve, 
including academic institutions, biotech and pharmaceutical companies, service and 
instrumentation providers, building owners, developers, and engineering and design 
professionals. This collaborative approach uncovers synergies that enhance our collective 
potential and drive innovation across the industry – and across nations,” said Nancy J 
Kelley, President and CEO of Nancy J Kelley + Associates and a Founding Member of 
Builds Bio+.  “Expanding to London/ UK, a leading hub of life sciences innovation with many 



 
similarities to New York, elevates our mission further, fostering transatlantic collaborations 
that could redefine the possibilities of what we can achieve together in the life sciences.”  
 
Professor Geraint Rees, Vice-Provost (Research, Innovation & Global Engagement), 
University College London concurs, "At University College London, we are committed to 
fostering an environment where collaboration drives scientific breakthroughs. London/UK 
Builds Bio+ represents a unique opportunity to bridge the expertise of the UK and US life 
sciences sectors, creating a fertile ground for innovation. By partnering with institutions and 
industry leaders across both sides of the Atlantic, we aim to accelerate progress on some of 
the most critical challenges in healthcare and science today. UCL is excited to play a pivotal 
role in shaping this transformative initiative."  
 
“Transatlantic collaboration to support science to tackle some of the world’s biggest 
problems is an idea we want to support. We are excited about the new chapter and its 
potential impact in helping create a dialogue between the infrastructure providers and the 
infrastructures users.” Professor Sir Robert Lechler, King’s College London. 
 
Ryan Matenchuk, CEO of Galileo Labs, echoed this sentiment: "By uniting life science 
professionals, academic institutions, real estate developers, and policymakers, Builds Bio+ 
London aims to foster a thriving life sciences market with knowledge of the US ecosystem 
growth." 
 
Dr. Ryan Burnette, the head of Merrick’s Life Sciences practice says “Merrick’s delighted to 
be a founding member of the Builds Bio+ community in London.  Builds Bio+ provides a 
pathway for the UK’s broader development market to be informed by the same global best 
practices our UK government and multi-national pharmaceutical clients seek from us: 
research spaces designed to foster innovation encompassed within facilities that meet 
tomorrow’s expectations for quality, compliance, bio-risk management, and sustainable 
operations.” 
 
Emphasizing Infrastructure and Commercial Laboratories 
 
A critical component of advancing the life sciences sector is the development of robust 
infrastructure and specialized real estate. The London/UK chapter will address the growing 
need for state-of-the-art facilities and commercial laboratories. This focus aligns with the shift 
towards a new real estate market dedicated to supporting life sciences work, ensuring that 
researchers and companies have the environments they need to innovate and succeed. 
 
Faaiza Lalji, Director of Planning and Development at Precis Advisory and a London/UK 
Founding Member concurs.  “Our partnership with MSD/Merck on their UK Headquarters 
and Discovery Centre in King’s Cross really cemented our belief in the power of the 
transatlantic exchange of ideas and people.  We are keen to continue to provide 
opportunities and support for American companies looking to come to the UK, and ultimately 
to drive innovation and growth in both economies and societies.” 
 



 
Robert Lemming, Managing Director, Public Sector and Life Sciences, Mace Construct, said: 
"As a founding member of London/UK Builds Bio+, we're excited to contribute our expertise 
in delivering complex, cutting-edge facilities. This collaboration will be crucial in developing 
the infrastructure needed to support the UK's thriving life sciences sector." 
 
“PLP Architecture is proud to be a founding member of London/UK Builds Bio+, supporting 
the UK’s life sciences sector through collaboration and knowledge exchange. With our 
extensive experience in the field, we are excited to contribute to the chapter to help drive 
innovation and foster new relationships. This initiative marks an important step in connecting 
UK and US life sciences markets, and we look forward to playing a role in strengthening ties 
across the pond.” Said Mark Kelly, COO of PLP Architecture. 
 
Engaging Events and Strategic Initiatives 
 
The London chapter will host various events, including panel discussions, workshops, and 
networking sessions, to engage members and the broader community. These events will 
cover the latest trends in life sciences real estate, best practices in lab design, and more. 
 
In late 2023, Builds Bio+ launched a landmark partnership with London's life science 
community, culminating in a three-day immersive experience. This event highlighted the 
thriving life sciences landscapes of New York and London/UK and provided a platform for 
experts from both cities to share insights. 
 
Bennett John, Senior Capital Investment Officer, Real Estate, the UK’s Department for 
Business and Trade North America described the New York/ London Study Tour.  “I am 
delighted that Builds Bio+ is deepening its partnership with the UK by opening its first 
overseas chapter in London.  The organization has already helped foster strong 
relationships between its US members and some of the UK’s vibrant life sciences ecosystem 
with initiatives like last year’s London/New York Life Sciences Study Tour. I look forward to 
continuing to work with Builds Bio+ to promote even more transatlantic collaboration and 
innovation in the industry. 
 
Comprehensive Research and Insights 
 
A key outcome of this collaboration was the release of the "New York/London Life Sciences 
Study Tour Research Paper" at a sold-out event in March 2024 held at Savills in London. 
This research paper offers critical insights into the life sciences ecosystems of both cities 
and serves as a valuable resource for stakeholders.  
 
Looking ahead, Builds Bio+ will unveil a research report covering the London/UK Life 
Science Study Tour at its flagship event, the NY Metro Symposium on Life Science 
Innovation and Development, on November 12, 2024.   
 
Join the Builds Bio+ Community 
 

https://buildsbio.org/research-paper-launch/
https://mailchi.mp/buildsbio/ny-london-life-sciences-study-tour-research-report
https://buildsbio.org/symposium2024/
https://buildsbio.org/symposium2024/


 
Builds Bio+ invites all stakeholders in the life sciences and real estate sectors to join the 
London chapter and contribute to this vibrant, emerging community. For more information 
about membership and upcoming events, visit Builds Bio+. 
 
About Builds Bio+ 
Builds Bio+ is a membership-driven organization dedicated to connecting life science and 
real estate professionals. Through curated events, comprehensive research, industry reports 
and educational programs, Builds Bio+ enhances visibility and fosters innovation and 
economic growth within major regional life science clusters and serves as a hub for the life 
sciences innovation community. Learn more at Builds Bio+ and follow us on LinkedIn, 
Instagram, and YouTube. 
 
Contact: Tracy Lessor 
TLOW Communications LLC 
tracy@tlowcommunications.com 
617.519.9827 
 

https://buildsbio.org/
https://buildsbio.org/

